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Keynote Speaker 1

Thomas Herzfeld

Leibniz Institute of Agricultural Development in Transition Economies (IAMO),
Germany

Prof. Dr. Thomas Herzfeld

Director of IAMO

Head of Department

Department: External Environment for Agriculture and Policy Analysis (Agricultural Policy)

Research areas: Institutional change, Corruption, Microeconometric analyses of rural
households and consumers, Agricultural policy analysis

Methodological foci: Panel data analysis, non-parametric methods

Personal details: Prof. Dr. Thomas Herzfeld joined IAMO in October 2011 as Head of the

Department Agricultural Policy and he holds a joint appointment as Professor of Agricultural

Policy and Institutions and teaches at the Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg,

Germany, where he also is co-opted professor at the Law and Economics Faculty. He studied

agricultural economics at the universities Halle and Kiel, Germany, and Rennes, France.

Prof. Dr. Herzfeld obtained his PhD degree in 2004 from the Christian-Albrechts-Universitat

zu Kiel and finalized his Habilitation (venia legend) in 2008 at the same university. From 2007

to 2011, he was employed as an assistant professor at the Wageningen University, The

Netherlands. Based on a joint appointment, he teaches at the Martin Luther University Halle -
Wittenberg, Germany.



Keynote Speaker 2

Isabel Lambrecht

International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), Tajikistan

Dr. Isabel Lambrecht

Research Fellow and Acting Country Program Manager for Tajikistan
Department: Development Strategies and Governance Unit

Research areas: Land tenure, Women’s empowerment

Methodological foci: Quantitative and qualitative research methods, survey data collection,
econometric analysis

Personal details: Dr. Isabel Lambrecht is a Research Fellow and acting Country Program
Manager for Tajikistan in the Development Strategies and Governance Unit, based in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan. She obtained her PhD in Agricultural Economics from KU Leuven
University, Belgium, where her research focused on gender and integrated soil fertility
management in the Eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo. Prior to her posting in
Tajikistan, Dr. Lambrecht was based in Ghana, where she conducted research on land tenure
and women’s empowerment, and in Myanmar. Her work employs both quantitative and
qualitative research methods, and she is experienced in both data collection and the
econometric analysis of survey data.
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Pierre Jean Gerber

World Bank, Uzbekistan / Wageningen University and Research
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Dr. Pierre Gerber

Senior Agriculture Economist at World Bank / Special Professor at Wageningen
University and Research

Department: Animal Sciences, Wageningen University and Research

Research areas: Global environmental sustainability of livestock systems, Climate change,
Livestock operations and financing

Methodological foci: Trend analysis, project design and supervision, analytical work

Personal details: Dr. Pierre Gerber has been appointed as Extraordinary Professor at the
Department of Animal Sciences, Wageningen University. He is a senior staff member of the
World Bank Group, where he leads a program aimed at mainstreaming climate and
environmental considerations within the global portfolio of livestock operations and provides
technical leadership for the livestock portfolio in Europe and Central Asia. His work involves
project design and supervision, analytical work, and piloting novel financing options in the
sector. Dr. Gerber possesses over 20 years of experience in analysing trends in global
livestock systems and their interactions with the environment. His research and educational
activities at Wageningen University address global environmental sustainability issues in
livestock systems.



Session 1: Agricultural policies

Food system transition in Central Asia: New perspectives for research

Irene Mestre
French Institute for Central Asian Studies, Kyrgyzstan
Abstract

This literature review explores the transition of agri-food systems (AFS) in Central Asia,
highlighting their vulnerability to global changes and their critical role in achieving social
equity and sustainability. The review synthesizes research on AFS components — agriculture,
natural resource management, agrarian policy, and supply chains - focusing on Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan. Utilizing the socio-technical transitions framework by Geels
(2002) and enriched by perspectives on governance and spatial dynamics, the review
identifies the absence of comprehensive studies on AFS transitions in the region. It
underscores the existing work on economic transitions, resource management models, and
the multi-scale governance affecting AFS. The findings emphasize the need for
interdisciplinary research to address the unique socio-economic and environmental
challenges in Central Asia, proposing new avenues for understanding AFS transitions
towards sustainability.

Keywords: Transformation, agriculture, natural resource management, public policy.



An agricultural value chain revolution in Central Asia? Evidence from
the livestock sector

Sarah Robinson’

Martin Petrick’

Alisher Kosimov'

" Justus Liebig University Giessen, Germany
Abstract

This study investigates the transformation of livestock value chains in peri-urban areas of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. Drawing on unique farm-level data and
qualitative research, we examine the limited progress of agri-food value chain modernisation
in the region. Findings reveal that while urban demand for meat and processed food has
grown, the smallholder-dominated livestock sector remains constrained by deficient fodder
resources, fragmented production, and limited access to modern processing and retail
channels. Despite growth of livestock numbers, intensification has progressed only slowly,
with large-scale enterprises representing a small but dynamic segment. Our survey data
shows that smallholder market participation is high, but reliant on heavily on informal market
arrangements and local sales channels, often constrained by insufficient vertical coordination
and limited quality enforcement. Large enterprises and feedlots often benefit from
government support and exhibit advanced integration, with enhanced genetics, own
processing plants, and branded retailing. This bifurcated structure in the livestock sector
underscores challenges in transitioning toward modern value chains. Government
interventions, including subsidies and cooperative development, have largely failed to
integrate smallholders or address systemic bottlenecks. We discuss the options for inclusive
strategies, such as strengthening public governance or leveraging medium-scale farmers.

Keywords: Livestock value chains; Central Asia, smallholder farming, agri-food
transformation, peri-urban livestock systems.
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